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and modern native work, models- of ships, weird musical instruments, and thousands of highly-interesting samples of the produce of local agriculture. What would interest German visitors in particular were Klaus von Auderten's notes, dated 6 September 1885, relating to concessions granted to the German firm, Africa-Orientale di Berlino (Carlo Peters & Co.). To read this contract nowadays is a pleasure indeed, for the clock is not standing still.
The natives of Somaliland are tall and slim ; it is from this race that the Viceroy's Guard is recruited. In service they are fcasy to teach, and they are noted for their honesty. Evidently, there is nothing that a real Somali enjoys so much to-day as, on c Native Day,' to spend hours strolling through the big stores and admiring the European goods. Their womenfolk do not accompany them. The women have a dignified bearing, high shoulders and good features. European men unanimously declare the Somali women to be the best-looking among all the races of Italian East Africa.
Several villages  adjoining the European  township of Mogadiscio are reserved for the natives.   The majority of them work during the day in the European quarter, and the hotels, in which the chefs are Europeans,  employ numerous native manservants. But employers have nothing to do with their board and lodging.   Towards evening the native villages fill up, and the scene becomes a lively one. When one climbs the hill leading to the Viceroy's villa, an excellent view of these picturesque villages can be obtained. The Viceroy's * villa * is a very modern small mansion containing furniture made from local woods.   Not far from the house, hidden by garden hedges, is a large swimming pool;   and, as one might expect, horse-rides and tennis-courts have not been forgotten;
* Fascist Mogadiscio/ as I call the newest streets and houses, shows a special c novecento" style, in which Arab and Colonial styles of architecture are combined. The magnificent new Fascist Headquarters and our hotel are the best examples.